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So let’s see where the New York 

Times was on this one just about a 
month ago. 

The filibuster is a centuries-old parliamen-
tary tool that has been transformed into a 
weapon for strangling functional govern-
ment. The filibuster must go. 

Well, so much for the New York 
Times’s convictions. I wonder why they 
are changing their tune. I wonder why 
they are changing their tune. Probably 
the same reason that some of my 
Democratic colleagues are changing 
their tune after signing this letter. 

So I will end with one final quote. 
This is from a politician we all know 
well, all very familiar with him. It is 
from a speech on the Senate floor by 
U.S. Senator—in 2005, U.S. Senator 
Barack Obama. He spoke about how 
the American people expect their poli-
ticians to work to create a more per-
fect union. 

What they do not expect is for one party, 
be it Republican or Democrat— 

This is former Senator, former Presi-
dent Obama speaking right here on the 
floor— 
to change the rules in the middle of the 
game so that they can make all the decisions 
while the other party is told to sit down and 
keep quiet. 

Sounds a little bit like what is going 
on with this filibuster debate. 

I understand that Republicans are getting 
a lot of pressure to do this— 

‘‘This’’ meaning get rid of the fili-
buster— 
from factions outside the [Senate] Chamber, 
but we need to rise above the ‘‘ends justify 

the means’’ mentality because we are here to 
answer the people—all of the people, not just 
the ones who are wearing our particular 
party label. 

That was Senator Obama—former 
Senator Obama, former President 
Obama saying in 2005: Don’t do it, Re-
publicans. You have the power. You 
have the Presidency. You have the Sen-
ate. Don’t get rid of the filibuster. 

Well, I couldn’t agree more with our 
former President. Again, when we had 
the ability to do this just 3 years ago, 
we said no. 

I hope our friends in the media will 
write about this. Don’t hold your 
breath. But here is one instance when 
the shoe was on the other foot. Because 
it was so important to America, so im-
portant to this institution, we declined 
to make the power move. 

It would be really good—whether it is 
President Obama, who has spoken out 
about this now; or the New York 
Times, who has changed their tune; or 
all 25 of my colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle who signed this letter 
3 years ago saying ‘‘Don’t do it’’—come 
on down, speak to the American peo-
ple. Tell them why you have had such 
a drastic change of heart. 

But I will tell you this: If we do do it, 
you are going to regret it; we are going 
to regret it; the American people are 
going to regret it. And do you know 
what? In my discussions with some of 
my Democratic colleagues, and I am 
not going to name names, they know 
that. They know that. They are getting 
a lot of pressure. Majority Leader 

SCHUMER is getting a lot of pressure 
from the far left. 

Don’t let the far left ruin this insti-
tution. Don’t let the far left bludgeon 
you guys into changing America, be-
cause I think deep down in your heart 
of hearts, especially all of you who 
signed this letter 3 years ago know 
what the right thing to do for the U.S. 
Senate is and the right thing to do for 
the United States of America is, and it 
is to continue to keep what the Found-
ing Fathers devised for this body. 

I yield the floor. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10:30 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
adjourned until 10:30 a.m. tomorrow. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 7:47 p.m., 
adjourned until Wednesday, March 24, 
2021, at 10:30 a.m. 

f 

CONFIRMATIONS 

Executive nominations confirmed by 
the Senate March 23, 2021: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

SHALANDA D. YOUNG, OF LOUISIANA, TO BE DEPUTY 
DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDG-
ET. 

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 

VIVEK HALLEGERE MURTHY, OF FLORIDA, TO BE MED-
ICAL DIRECTOR IN THE REGULAR CORPS OF THE PUBLIC 
HEALTH SERVICE, SUBJECT TO QUALIFICATIONS THERE-
FOR AS PROVIDED BY LAW AND REGULATIONS, AND TO 
BE SURGEON GENERAL OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 
FOR A TERM OF FOUR YEARS. 
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